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CONTROVERSIAL. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


REPLY TO “A.” 


(Continued from page 100.) 

I shall now take up the remaining queries 
of * A,” and attempt an answer. I will state 
ithe substance of these inquiries by changing 
the method, though not the meaning. © For 
“ A” will bear me witness, that he did not ve- 
ry accurately consult arrangement in bringing 
forward his questions. Hoping that if I here 
misrepresent “ A’s” meaning, he will candidly 
correct me. I state the arrangement as follows : 

tt. “ As Eve was tempted by some object 
unconnected with herselj,’’ was it the being 
mentioned, Rev. xii, 9, or who was it ? 

2d. * What was the first estate, from which 
the angels fell, where were they reserved, and 
unto what great day ?” And where were the 
Sodomiies, &c, “ suffering the vengeance of e- 
ternal fire ?” Jude, vi. 7. 

3d. “ What fire is prepared for the devil 
and his angels, and how shall accursed man be 
associated with them in punishment ?” 

4th, “ If the wicked ar2 sent to hell” (“ A” | 
takes for granted, that hell means endless mis- 
ery,) for sins committed here, and continue 
there under the influence of their unholy and 
rebellious passions, will their increased guilt 
purchase exemption from punishment ? 

5th. If Universalism be the doctrine of the 
Bible, seeing we are liable to various evils in 
this world, would itnot be wisdom in us to com- 
mit suicide ? and are not war, pestilence, and 
all other causes of premature death, blessings in- 
stead of evils 7 

These questions I believe, as I intended they 
should, embrace the sum of that part of “ A’s” 
communication which they are designed to in- 
clude, and it shall now be my objec, candidly to 
examine their merits in the order in which they 
stand. 

Ist. Then, 1 begin with the case of Eve,— 
the first temptation uf which we have any ac- 
count. “A” admits, that “ Eve was tempted 
by some object unconnected with herself, from 
which, and other statements, I infer, that “ A” 
believes in the comman doctrine of the rebel- 
lion and fall of angels. We will view this 
subject in the light this doctrine presents. “ Eve 
was tempted by some object unconnected with 

if’ What reason can be given for this? 

The usual answer to this question by most or- 
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were entirely destitute of any unholy nawre 


~ | or passion, and therefore, could not sin without 


atempter “ unconnected” withthemseives, And 
what other view'concerning the first. pair than, 
that they were created immortal could be en- 
tettained, on the hypothesis that natural death 
was introduced into the word by their trans- 
gression, If this is not the belief of the or- 
thodox now, let them declare it to the world. 
And if it be not their belief now, let it be re- 
membered, they are not as orthodox as for- 
merly. But we know it is the faith of some, 
and *“ A” evidently betrays the same senti- 
ment. Who, then, tempted Eve? The “old 
serpent, which is the devil,” &c, Who, or 
what, is the old serpent? Answer, he was for- 
merly an angel of light, but rebelled in heaven 
and was “cast out into the earth.” Was 
not this angel as holy before he rebelled, as 
Eve was before shé was tempted 2? It must be 
credulity mingled with absolute folly that 
would answer in the negative. If Eve either 
could not, or did not six without being “tempt- 


/ ed by some object unconnected with herself,” 


could, or did this angel sin without being 
“tempted by some object unconnected with 
himself? If the holiness of Eve was her se- 
curity against temptation in herself, was the 
holiness of theangel less ? This view of the 
subject, makes it absolutely necessary, that the 
angel should have had a tempter “ unconnect- 
ed” with himself. For the sake of conveying 
our ideas, we will call the angel who tempted 
Eve the first. But who was the tempter of 
the first angel ? As this is said to have ta- 
ken place in heaven we should think the an- 
swer would be, some otiier angel ; who by the 
bye cotld no more sin without being “ tempted 
by some objected unconnected with ” himself. 
than the first angel could, Reader, our labour 
here is but just commenced. For the second 
angel must also have been tempted “by some 
object unconnected with “ himself. And why 
| not also, the ¢/ird, and fourth, and fifth, and 
so on, “ad infinitum! !” The very argu- 
ment which makes it necessary to believe, 
that “ Eve was tempted by some object un- 
connected with herself,” positively deniands 
the belief, that no holy angel in heaven could 
sin without being “ tempted by some object 
unconnected with” himself. According to this 
doctrine, no angal then could have been ex- 





thodox people is, (and without which I appre- 
hend there can be none) that our first parents 


te 


empt from sin. This tempting disposition 
must have flown through all the hosts of heav- 
en, and could not have stopped short of the 
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throne of God !!!!. Reader, I admit the 
conclusion is horrid beyond description, but 
fam not the author of it. If this doctrine be 
‘true then He who “ cannot be tempted with 
evil nur tempteth ang man,” must have been 
the first tempter!!! And I call on “ A” or 
any one else to show, by fair reasoning, that 
this conclusion is false. I would merely sug- 
gest, in passing, whether it is indeed orthodox 
to call Eve’s sia “ original sin,” if a sinner 
tempted her, and-another sinner tempted Eve’s 
tempter, &c. &e. &c. 

Before I give my opinion whether Eve was 
tempted by the same being mentioned, Rev. 
xii. 9, we will ascertain, as well as we can by 
the hght afforded by the context who, or what 
that being was. Hoping for the réasonable in- 
dulgetice of “A,” and of all concerned, who 
know, that this chapter, as also the whole book 
of the Apocalypse, abounds in figurative lau- 
guage, the following brief view of this chap- 
ter is humbly submitted, but I must omit many 
particulars, 

Ist. At the 7th ver. we are told “ there was 
war in heaven.” Which, doubtless, is the 
“ heaven” in which the “woman” and the 
“ great red dragon” appeared, ver. 1, 3. And 
the “ dragon,” ver. 3, is the same as the great 
dragon, “ that old serpent, called the devil and 
satan, which deceiveth the whole world,” ver. 9. 

2d. By the “ heaven,” in which the woman 
and the dragon were seen, I understand the 
Brosh church-state, and by the woman, I un- 
derstand the Jewish church, itself ; from which 
Jesus, who was to rule all nations descended, 
according to the flesh. By the Sua, I under- 
stand the light of the new Jerusalem when the 
old priesthood should be changed, and the 
church rise above that dispensation which had 
only shone by reflection, represented by the 
“ moon unter her feet ;”’ and by the “ twelve 
stars” IT understand the “twelve tribes of Is- 
rael.” 

3d. Itis well known, that in the carly days of 
the church, the land of Judea wasa Roman pro- 
vince, and continued to be so for many years. 
And though this contributed much to the pro- 
pagation of Christianity, yet, it is equally well 
known, that there was a formidable opposition 

to it, first, by the Jews, and afterwards, by the 
Romans. By the “ great red dragon,” I un- 
derstand that carnal spirit which led the Jews 
in dread array to persecute Christ and his fol- 
lowers, and which disposition was afterwards 
inherited by the Romans, to whom it appears 1o 
be more particularly applied. See the 17th 
chap. where the’ Papal Church is figuratively 
described, and represented as having its seat 
at Rome. ‘ The seven heads are seven moun- 
tains, on which the woman sitteth.” And 
the ten horns are ten kings,” vers. 9, 12, Comp. 
ver. 8, of our context, where the dragon “ drew 
the thind part of the stars of heaven,” by 
which 1 understand the Jews. Comp. ver. 1. 


tion, and, thefeby they were deprived of that 
holy dispensation which teaches to return good 
for evil: they were cast“ to the earth,” ver. 4. 
4th. It must be kept in mind, that though 
the character of the church was changed, it 
still retained its first representation under the 
figure of a female. Sée chap. xvii. 9, above. 
Hence, at ver. 6, it is said, * the woman fled intc 
the wilderness, &c. that they should feed he: 
there a thousand two hundred and three scor 
days.” By which, it is generally believed, i 
meant the apostacy of the christian church, 
which continued twelve hundred and sixty 





prophetick days, or the same number of years. 
Comp. Ez.iv. 6. While this state of things 
remained, * there was war in heaven.” But 
the cause of Jesus, carried on by the spirit of 
love and good will to man, is represented as 
coming off victorious. The cause of errour 
and wickedness is represented as being “ cast 
out into the earth,” (or out of the church) and 
all its pernicious attendants, persecation, slaii 
der, and evils of every kind, were cast out wit! 
it, ver.9. Iknow of but one principal caus: 
of temptation, and that has caused the best of 
men to exclaim, “ O wretched man that [am !” 
Rom. vii. 14---25. And that cause seems to be 
almost entirely otcrlovoked by most professors 
in looking for another. Must we then sup- 
pose, that the principal tempter is the devil of 
orthodoxy? No. “ But every man is tempt- 
ed, when he is drawn away of his own desire, 
and enticed,” Jamesi, 14,15. Were not the 
Jews, Romans, and all the persecutors of 
Christ and his cause, moved by their anhal 
lowed desires to promote their carnal interests ? 
Was not this Eve’s tempter when she saw that 
the fruit was “ to be prsinep to make one 
wise ? “ To “ A’s” inquiry, then, whether the 
being mentioned, Rev. xii.9, was Eve’s tempt- 
er, I reply, I think the principle is the same _ in 
both cases,“* for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning,” 1 John iii. 8, Comp. ver.5. I 
have not room in this cummunication to go 
through with this 12th chapter of Revelation, 
neither will I say that I am certainly correct in 
all that I have said upon it; but [ am* willing 
the publick should know my opinion, that I 
may be corrected, if I amin an errour about it. 
2d. “* What was the first estate from which 
thé angels fell, where were they reserved, and 
unto what great day?” And where were the 
Sodomites, &c. “suffering the vengeance of e- 
ternal fire ?” Jude, 6, 7. 
Here it 1s plain, that “ A” takes for granted, 
that angels, in the kingdom of immortal glory, 
became sinners, and fell from thence. “A” 
would, probably, then call immortal felicity their 
“ first estate.” The first question should be, 
who were the angels mentioned by Jude? Are 
there no earthly beings called angels in our ver- 
sion ? We think “ A” will not assert this. See 
Rev. 1, 20. Mat. 24,31. and other places. And 
nothing in my judgement, but the assumed, 





whe commenced the bloody work of persecu- 





popular doctrine of the “fall of angels,” would 
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Jead any one to suppose, that any other than 


oarthly beings are meanthere. In Kneeland’s 
wanslation, I find the following note taken 
from the Improved Version, on this subject. 
“The messengers who watched not duly over 
their own principality, but deserted their prop- 
er habitatiog, he hath kept with unknoWn chains 
under darkness (punished them with judicial 
blindness of mind) to the judgement of a great 
day i.e, when they were destroyed by a plague.” 
Alluding to the falsehood and punishment of 
the spies. Numbers 14. See Simpson’s Essays 
p. 210. Let the epistle of Jude be impartially 
examined, and I think the above opinion will 
be confirmed. 

The incidents mentioned in the 5th 6th and 
7th verses of this epistle, are urged by Jude as 
warnings to those to whom he wrote. Peter 
mentioning similar facts, says they were for ex- 
amples to those who should afterwards live un- 
godly. Jude speaking of Sodom and Go- 
morral, says, they “ are set forth for an exam- 
ple” &c, But willit do to say, the inhabitants 
of those cities are “ set forth” for an example 
in another world, there to sufler the vengeance 
of unending wrath ? This question was settled 
before Jude came on the stage, by an approv- 
ed Prophet of the Lord. Sce Ezk. xvi, 50th v. 
tothe end of the chapter. But this is nothing 
new. It is only another deplorable pictue of the 
miserable system I am examining. Orthodox 
people contradict themselves, und each other, 
when they think it will serve their purpose.— 
They also contradict the servants of God who 
spoke as they were moved by the holy spirit. 
And not being content with that, here they 
set Jude and Ezekicl at telling two oppasite 
stories, both of which could not be true if they 
were vpposed to each other. It is a lamenta- 
ble fact, that the holy scriptures have suffered 
more from professed friends, than they ever can 
from open enemies, Thelearned Whitby who 
certainly never intended to write favourably to 
my sentiments, says the fire which consumed 
the cities of the plain, continued burning in the 
earth from the days of Abraham to the bégin- 
ning of the second century, a period of more 
than two thousand years. And if it did not 
burn more than helf solong it would be suffi- 
cient to entitle it to be called aionion fire, in the 
scriptural sense of that term, 

W.I. REESE. 


(To be continued.) 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

As I was, a few days since, examining the 
Pagan notions of calvinism, as set forth in the 
“larger catechism agreed upon by the assembly 
of divines at Westminster, with the assistance 
of commissioners from the church of Scotland 
and received by the several Presbyterian 
churches in America,” I was forcibly strick 


_with the following question and answer, which 


I copy from that book : 
“ @. 85. Death being the wages efsin, why 











GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 107 





are not the righteous delivered from death, see- 
ing all their sins are forgiven m Christ? 

A, The righteous shall be delivered from 
death itself, at the last day, and even in death 
are delivered from the sting and curse of it, so 
that, although they die it is out of God’s love 
to free them perfectly from sin and misery, and 
to make them capable of farther communion 
with Christ in glory, which they then enter up- 
on.” 

Upon this cariosity I must spend a few words, 
and I will take up the answer in course. “ The 
righteous shall be delivered from death itself, 
at the last day.”’ What advantage have the 
righteous here, over the wicked? The whole 
human race are to be raised, the Presbyterians 
say, at the “last day,” and this delivering of 
the righteous from death, at that time, cfm be 
no more than a resurrection. Here then all 
classes are even ; and of the length of time 
that this deliverance is to last, we will next 
speak. The “ wicked,” say the calvinists, are 
to be punished efernally ; and if so they must 
be “ eternally” delivered from death, and the 
righteous cannot exist longer than eternally, 
let what will betide. Thus far, then, there is 
no advantage, to either party. _I proceed :— 
“ And even in death are delivered from the 
sting aud curse of it, so that, although they 
die, it is out of Gud’s love, to free them per- 
Sectiy from sin and misery, and ta make them 
capable of farther communion with Christ in 
glory, which they thenenter upon.” Howare 
the righteous delivered, in death, from the sting 
and curse? ‘I‘bey die just like other men, that 
is, all m-n dte with the same “ sting” and the 
same “ curse,” so far as regards this feature of 
the case. Some persons die with less pain than 
others, but we have yet to learn that these are 
always what the calvinists here call ‘* the right- 
eous.” So far, then the two parties are equal, 
and no advantage is yet gained, by either side. 
Bat it was God’s love which caused them to die, 
that they might be freed entirely from sin.— 
Very well: the same “love” drowned the world 
to free men from sin; the same “ love” des- 
troyed the cities of the plain, that their inhab- 
itants might be freed from all sin and misery ; 
and the same “ love” still enables usto lay a- 
side our earthly and imperfect habitation, and 
with it al] sin and misery, as well as the pro- 
pensities that beget them. Still there is no ad- 
vantage to the calvinist, ia this matier, which 
the Universalist does not enjoy is common 
withhim, At the close of this answer we are 
told that the righteous, when they die, cnter 
upon communion with Christ in glory! This is 
the strangest of the whole matter. Let us sup- 
pose that Moses was one ofthe righteous; then 
he entered dpon commun:e. with Carist,, in 
glory, whenhe diced, where he has continu- 
ed ever since. How, thei, is Moses to be de- 
livered from death at the last day? But the 
more important question ix this matter is, what 
will heceme of this doctrine of the “ last day’ 








































ios GOSPEL 





ADVOCAT. 





and of the “ general judgement” which calvin- 
ists tell us of, according to this answer ? Is this 
same Moses, who has been so many thousand 
years in commution with Christ,in glory, yet, 
at same future day,to be called up and judged? If 
30, for what? Has he beenever since his death 
enjoying the bliss of heaven, while it is still a 
matter of doubt whether be is entitled to such 
happiness ? Suppose it should prove, at the 
“judgement day,” that his character was not 
understood, and that he had been improperly 
disposed of—will he then have been dealt with 
according to the deeds done in the body ?— 
This case, it will be readily seen, is but a sup- 
posed one, yet it is a case that will apply to the 
whole human family,and by bringing it to view, 
we are enabled to discover that the Westmin- 
ster assembly of divines aided by the commis- 
sioners of the church of Scotland, bad overtarn- 
ed the notion ofa future “last day,” entirely. 

This same catechism, at the words, the right- 
eous are delivered from the sting and curse of 
it (death) refers to, and quotes Corinthians, 
xv. 55, thus: “ O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, [hades] where is thy victory?” My 
readers may not all be aware what word it is, 
which is here translated “grave.” It is the 
Greck word hades, and the same word occurs 
in ten other passages of the New Testament, 
and no more—in all, eleven times. I will quote 
each passage, before I remark upon them. 

Matt, xvi. 18. And upon this rock I will 
build my church ; and tue gates of hell [hades] 
shall not prevail against it, 


Matt. xi. 23. Andthou Capurnaum, which 
art exalted unto heaven, slialt be brought down 
to hell. [hades.] 

Luke x. 15. And thou Capurnaum, which 
art exalted to heaven, shall be thrust down to 
hell [hades.] 

Luke xvi. 23. And in hell [hades] he lifted 
up his eyes, being in torments, &c. 

Acts ii. 27. Because thou wilt not leave my 
soul in hell, [kades,] &c. 

Acts ii. 31. He seeing this before, spake of 
the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was 
not left in hell, [hades,] &c. 

Rey. i. 18. Lamhe that liveth and was dead ; 
and behold I amalive forevermore amen; and 
have the keys of hell [hades,] and of death. 

Rev. vi.8. And Ilooked, and behold, a pale 
horse ; and bis name that sat on him was death, 
and hell [hades] followed with him. 

Rev. xx. 13. And the sea gave up the dead 
which were in it ; and death and hell [hades] 
delivered up the dead which were in them, &c. 

Rev. xx. 14. And death and hell fhades| 
were cast into the lake of fire. Thig is the sec- 
ond death. 

Here are ten eases where the word hades 
o¢eurs, and the reader will see that in each 
case it is translated hell. The eleventh place 
where the word occurs is Corinthians, xv. 55, 
@ready quoted, but here the word is translated 


grave, for fear that mankind should believe 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation, as taught 
by all God’s holy Prophets since the world be- 
gan. To say, VU Hell, where is thy victory? 
would not favour the doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment, as it would call in question the dur- 
ability of the place. Yet this “ grave,” is the 
same place in which the rich man was when 
helifted up his eyes, being in torment, see 
Laka xvi. 23, as quoted above, and the same 
which, in Rev, xx. 14, was cast into the lake of 
fire, 

So muei for the Westminster catechism, and 
the prevailing calvinistick erroursand heresies 
that can now only be bolstered and preserved 
by the ignorance of their devotees, against the 
weightof unanswerable arguments which art 
daily brought against them. 

REASON, 
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‘*1 AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.’’ 


MEANSOFGRACH. 


Nothing is more common from preachers and oth 














ers, than the sound of means of vracc. Like mau: 
other things, whieh pass for divinity, it is indisput 

ably a mistake, yet, no doubt, is well meant The 
expression, means of information or knowledge, i 

true and proper ; but means of zrace is an ¢ xpression, 
untrucandimproper. ‘Tounderstand this in the bes' 
manner, and to sec how unfit and inapplicable th: 
sentiment is,in relation to the system of truth ; Iwill! 

1. Speak of Grace inits extensive sense, as eman 
ating from God himself. 

2. Of Grace in its comimon tise and acceptation in 
the affairs of man with man. 

3. That Grace emanating trom God is dependen' 
on po means, which man can use or perform. 

1. I will speak of Grace in its extensive sense 
as emanating from God himself. Grace, is favour 
or love or good will; and grace in God in relation 
to man, is his favour or good wil! or love towards oi 
for man. This love or good will is said to be ever 
lasting; i. e. as ancient as eternity, and as unchange 
able as God himself. In other words, Grace may 
be considered as the natural and necessary expres- 


sion of the divine nature towards rational creatures, 


without which expression, we never could have 
| known what character ought to have been attributed 
tothe Almighty. That God is all powerful and 
wise, is proved, from creation; but the nature and 
disposition of God, made known in all his works is, 
that, in a moral sense, God is favourable to and has 
In short that God is 
Hence it is evident, that favour or love or 
good will from God to man, which is termed Grace ; 
is not procured by means or any qualifications in 
man; but is, simply, the expression of the divine 
natare, and that conduct contrary to this of love and 
good will, would be a denial of his own nature.— 
Hence, the term ' God of Grace.’ My idea, in fine, 
is this; that God cannot be otherwise than a God of 
| love; he oamnot act inconsistent wth such adispa- 


a good will for, his creatures. 
love, 
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sition; 
lustingly a God of love and grace. 
Ul the blessings of both providence and grace, are 


he is unalterably and of necessity and ever- 
Hence, then, 


communications flowing spontaneously from God, 
which no being ever did or could procure, and in re- 
jation to which, means of man have had in the first 
place no existence, and inthe next place where 
they have existed, have had no manner of effect.— 
God is love, essentially and eternally so, conse- 
quently all that we can do can neither take from, add 
to, or alter in the least. Creation was the effect of 


infinite power, wisdom and goodness; Providence 


| 
| 
| 


purposes or his works: for, bis purposes are, gra- 
cious and so are all his works, This isatruth, that 
God is in one mind and none can turn him. |“ His 
counse! shall stind and-he will do all bis pleasure ;” 
we are informed, likewise, that his purposes are 
He purposed in» himself m 





purposes of grace. 
the dispensation of the fulness of times to gather to 
gether in one all things in Christ. This is his pur- 
pose and grace, which he purpesed in Christ Jesus 
our Lord before the world began. Now if God be 
the friend and protector of his creatures, and if his 


| nature inclines him to do good unto all and to ex 


is carried on by the same power, wisdom and good- | 
| L say, be the nature and purpose of God from eter 


ness; and redemption is an expression of the same 
perfections ; all these teach us that God isthe same 


in all his works; the same yesterday, to-day and | 


forever. 

It will be necessary to say something of the com- 
munication ofGod’s love or good will, which most wri- 
ters believe to be confined to something sypernatur- 
al,which they call grace. All nations have a commu- 
nication from the works of God, and from the true 
light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world, that God is good and doeth good to all his 


| in their excitement or their bestowment. 


tend his tender mercies over all his works; if this, 


nity and can admit of no change or alterstion; then 
no means ever used or performed have had any hand 


{ will 


| mention a number of the most essential particulars, 


| man apostatised God made known to him his desig 


creatures, and that his moral character is love, is | 


goodness. But to make this plainer still; what ean 
we know of God as a wise, good and powerful be- 
ing, but from the communications, which he has al- 
ready made, and those, which he is universally ma- 
king of himself? If, then, God cannot be otherwise 
than a God of love or grace; all the communications 
of himself are communications of his yrace ; and the 


When 


which are in full proof of this position. 





“The seed of the woman shall bruise 
the serpent’s head.’’ Here, I ask, did man do any 
thing, or use any means, by which the promise of 


of mercy. 


grace was made to him? or did he use any means 
which begat this gracious disposition in his Crea- 


tor? The answer must be in the negative. Then it 


| will follow, that, as God is unchangeable, tbis gra- 


book of nature is alike open for the instruction of | 
all men, and teaches this goddness of the Deity.— | 


Notwithstanding this general book of informution ; 
there are the scriptures as a further assistant in the 
knowledge of God, together with the admonitions 
of providence and the influences of the spirit to as- 
sist us. 

Thus grace, in its extensive sense, is God’s friend- 
ship towards men; and the communication of it in 
his word and works. 

2. Of grace in its common use and acceptation in 
the affairs of man, with man. Grace, here, means 
favour, or friendship. The common expression of 
dne man to another was the following, ‘If I have 
found grace in thy sight.’ 
the bestowment of favours, the forgiveness of inju- 


Grace, likewise, means 


ries and assistance in troubles; yet the genuine i- 
dea of real friendship comprehends all these ; that 
man who is a real friend is ready to forgive, willing 
to communicate both in advice, instruction and prop- 
erty, and feels himself bound to do to others as he 
would wish them to do to himself. 

3. Grace, emanatiug from God, is depeudent on 
no means, which man can use or perform for its be- 
stowment, 

We have proved, that if God acts at all, he must 
act graciously, because this ie his nature, and he 
cannot deny himself. This proposition is sufficient 
to show us, that the means, which mat can use, 
can make no alteration with God, either as to his 





> 


cious disposition was essentially, originally and un- 
changexbly in God ; he was not moved -to it by 
means vr ihotives without himself; but acted gra- 
cigusly in this case because it was his nature so to 
do, and because this his mature excited him to de- 
light in mercy. When Christ came into the world, 
did he come of himself, or did God the Father send 
him? Christ himself answers this question, and 
declares, that he did not ¢ome of himself, but 
that the father him. 
God so Joved the world, that he sent his only be~ 
gotton Son into the world, &c. From these ande 
vast number of similar texts, it is evident that no 


sent He says again, that 


means were used with God to make him propitious ; 


but that all the grace displayed in the gift of his 
Son originated in himself; it was his own purpose 
and grace. Here we shall see the amazing and 
dangerous absurdity of calvinistic preachers, who as 

sert, that Christ pacified his Father and made him 
propitious to man. It is incontrovertible, that thi 

is departing from the account, which the seriptires 
give in this ease, and it is laying aside ail sense and 
reason and following a tradition, as dangerous as i: 
is absurd. “When the spirit was given in the day of 
pentecost, and the Apostles, were filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and spake with tongues; was this 
the effect of man's meams, or was it the spontanc- 
ons act of God's nature @r grace? the latter most 
certainly. Men and angels were spectators of the 
scene, and were astonished at what they saw, but 
the grace was the grace of him, whose nature is 
love. No.means were used, that produced.this re- 
maarkable effusion of the spirit, and the apostles, 
on whom the spirit rested were as much surprised 
and astonished as the spectators. It was, in short, 
the wonderful work of God. It was a-work to be :at- 
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tributedentirely toGod,as aGodgracious andmerciful, 

Salvation js called God’s salvation; he is called 
God our Saviour, and our salvation is called God’s 
work ; it is his eternal plan, counsel, scheme or pur- 
pose, which he purposed in himself. In short it is 
the Lord’s doing und it is marvellous in our eyes.— 
The work or plan of man’s salvation is so fixed as 
Man’s 


with the 


that all boasting is excluded from man. 
place is at the footstool of God's mercy ; 
angels he covers his face and his feet, and is swift 
in rehearsing and exalting redeeming grace, and in 
ascribing all the glory to him, that sitteth on the 
Thus 


far we have found no means of grace performed by 


throne and unto the lamb forever and ever. 


any creature, but all is the work of God. 

It will now he inquired, whether the words, sa- 
rament and prayer are not to be considered means 
they are means of knowledge, 


but not with propriety to be termed ineans of grace. 


of grace? Answer, 


Grace, as to its original plan and communication, as 
well as internal sanctification, ts the gift of God.— 
Tow, then, can any thing which man can do be con- 
sidered as means of that, which God gives, and to 
which man is naturally opposed? how can man be 
instrumental in procuring that, against which he 
has a total aversion? But it is inquired, whether 
there are not conditions of salvation, and whether 
the performance of those conditions docs not a- 
ymount to the idea of man’s saleation? Answer, 
there are not, nor is it possible that there should be 
vither conditions or means of grace or salvation, as 
it respects God’s love or good will to man, because 
this has been and must be eternal from his nature ; 
and it must be unchangeable from the immutability 
of God, and his purpose: Therefore means or con- 
ditions of grace or salvation, in such a sense, are 
wholly out of the question. Even Christ himself 
performed ne conditions of God’s grace or love to 
man; because God’s love to mankind was antece- 
dent to Christ’s coming and was the cause of it. 
Hence that preaching, which represents Christ ag 
procuring, or purchasing God’s favour; or that 
faith and repentance in man are means of God’s 
love or grace to man, is contrary to the whole of 
the oracles of truth, and incompatible with reason 
und asound understanding. 

Salvation has two significations in seriptwre, oris 
ipplied to two different periods; the first.is, that 
eternal salvation, which is above in heaven: The 
second is that, which a believer enjoys on earth.— 
He, that believeth hath the witness in himself, en- 
ters into rest and refoices with exceeding joy. He 
tastes and sees that the Lord is gracious and that 
there is joy“and peace in believing. This is the 
present salvation. Now as to this salvation all the 
means appointed in the word are to be used; they 
are the use of the scriptures, prayer, meditation, 
conversation, searching the scriptures, guarding our 
lives and conversation, and following the use of 
reason unhended by prejudice. ‘These, (inrelation 
to the present ‘salvation) are all means of instruc- 











tion, calculated to instruct men in the knowledge | 


.of God their Saviour, in the truths of his everlest-| for salvation iv promised te them, that do believe, 


ing love and good will to men and of their infinit« 
obligation to him. 
not to obtain any thing from God, which he has not 


All these means are designed 


designed, but to come to the knowledge of that, 
So the 


apostle expresses it, coming to the knowledge of 


which is designed and already prepared. 


the truth, or of that which is designed and prepared 
REMARKS. 

This subject teaches us, that the fate of all men 
as to eternity, is unalterably fixed by him who made 
We have scen that if God 
acts at all he must act agreeably to his nature. His 


and governs the world. 


nature being goodness, he ust, in communicating 
being or making creatures, produce them into exis- 
tence with a design for as much happiness as_ their 
natures and situation would permit, it is, therefore. 
the nature of gocdness to be communicative ; and as 
God is happy as well as good ; it will follow,that God 
delights to communicate goodness and happiness to 
his creatures. ‘The design of this reasoning is to show 
that means of God’s grace or favour are unnecessa- 
ry who is willing to do above all that we can ask or 
think. I go further and say, that means to attain the 
divine favour or grace arc unnecessary because that 
grace has always abounded. Why should we use 
means to obtain the favour of God, while we live 
upon it, are surrounded with it,- and are supported 
by it in all our future prospects. The generation 
of men in all ages, have been kept from despair bs 
confidence in the loving kindness of the Lord. 

A number of texts are casily understood and thei. 
difficulties obviated fromthe above subject. Work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
This is the present salvation, or the under: tanding 
and enjoyment of God’s love or grace in time or it 
the present life. For the attainment of this know!. 
edge and consequent enjoyment here, we ure tle 
work, to study and seek: Not to make God prop! 
tious; but to know that he is so : Not to make him 
our friend; but to see and know that he always was 
a friend: not to incline him ta be merciful; but ge 
sce and know that he always was mereiful and that 


his mercy endureth forever: Not to make him wil 


ling tq save men; but to know, that he does will 
the salvation of all men, that this is his purpose 
and grace, which he purposed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 


edge as for silver and search for it as for hidden 


It isin this sense we are to ask for knowl- 


treasure; ifwe seek, likewise, we shall find; if we 
knock, it shall be opened, All these expressions 
teach us that there is a divine treasure of grace 
made sure for man, and he is to seek for this treas- 
ure and find it, not seek to make it. Besides, it 
would be absurd to sct men to seek a treasure, when, 
there was none. If, then, we are called upon to 
seck atreasure, we may be sure, that there is atreas 
ure laid up or reserved for us in heaven, otherwise 
why should we seek one? 

Mark, xv. 18, He that believeth and ie baptized 
shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be 
damned. Thig text is explained by this subject: 
the bistinf bbre foquired is connected with salvation, 
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The salvation promised is the present salvation 

and the truth to be believed is the everlasting love 
er grace of God to ourselves and all mankind. He, 
that believes it not is in condemnation or damna- 
tion ; and will so remain, till he does see and be- 
lieve. ‘This damnation cannot be endless, for then 
this love or grace of God towards us could not exist; 


then there is nothing counected with salvation for | 
Thus faith may be considered amean ! 


as to beliere. 
of the present salvation, or of seeing and enjoying 
ihe love of God; but not a mean of begetting or 
T. G. 


procuring God’s love. 


IMPARTIAL INVESTIGATOR. 
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‘* PARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.’’ 
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Few of our readers it is presumed, are aware of 
the object and tendency of Sunday Schools; and 
but very few have ventured to express their féelings 
relative to the subject. Assentincls uponthe walls 
of Zion, we feel in duty bound to attempt an expo- 
sure of the policy in which they originate, and the 
consequences resulting from them. 

The friends of those schools have many specious 
pretences to favour their measures, and have for 
many years gone on with their operations without 
opposition or molestation. By simultaneous efforts 
in almost every part of this country, they have bro’t 
them into popular favour; and having the good of 
souls in their mouths, as the ostensible motive, they 
have overawed those who have prosumed to question 
the expediency or propriety of their plans ; and bya 
series of successful experiments, have now attained 
that degree of influence which renders it extremely 
difficult, if not impossible, to correét the evil, or re- 
move its effects. 

But it is our business, not to bewail the past in- 
attention of our fellow-citizens, but to search out 
the motives by which the friends of Sunday Schools 
are and have been actuated, and to lay before our 
readers the pernicious effects they have upon socie- 
ty. Like all other plans of a similar kind, that of 
establishing Sunday Schools is shielded by a pre- 
tended regard for the souls of our youth and chil- 
dren. If aught be urged against the measure, its 
friends are sure to reply to every objection by tel- 
ling us that the salvation of many “‘ immortal souls” 
will be secured by these means. But if that be the 
only object, it would seem that the friends of sueh 


influence on the minds or actions of such persons, 


among which we mention the following : 
| 1. Those who are most engaged in establishing 
' these schools are the most backward in paying of 
! their substance to defray the expense. Instances 
| are very rare in which clergymen, (who are the most 
| engaged in promoting such institutions) contribut: 
any thing of consequence towards purchasing book 
or defraying the incidental expenses of these schools. 
Many, who live on the bounties of the publick and 
are cradled in the lap of luxury, pay nothing for sach 
purposes ; and it is fair to conclude that they care 
morc for a ** good living’’ than for the souls of the 
children who are sought after and brought into these 
| 
| 


| institutions. 
2. The promoters of Sunday Schools make ‘use 


of every art to instil into the minds of children theiz 
own principles or tenets, and are careful to keep 
from them any thing calculated to impair their con- 
Miu- 
isters of various denominations, it is true, are ac- 
tively engaged in promoting Sunday Schools, and 
appear to the common observer, to be only intent 


fidence in the dogmas of modern orthodoxy. 


on communicating useful information, without regard 
to sectarian opinicns. Buta careful examination of 
their proceedings will convince the most obstinate, 
that their avowed object is not their real one. For 
we have presbytcrian Sunday Schools; baptist Sun- 
methodist Sunday Sehools ; and epis- 
In onc the children have 


day Schools ; 
copalian Sunday Schools. 
books and tracts which are exclusively calvinistick ; 
in another those which are favourable to methodism ; 
in another such as are suited to the baptist. denom: 
ination; and in another those which are truly epis- 
copalian, in which the child is taught to reverence 
the priest—say his creed, chatechism, &c. and do 
From 





sundry other things like a good churchman. 
all this it appears, that the primary object with those 
who are most anxious to promote these ifstitutions, 


is, to instil into the tender minds of children and 
youth the peculiar dogmas of their respective par- 
ties ; as if heaven could be gained by an unmeaning 
assent to what a child cannot understand. 

The above reasons for believing that sectarianism 
lies at the bottom of these preceedings, are not the 
only ones that could be urged ; but they are suffi- 
cient to convince the reflecting mind, that the ob~ 
ject is not altogether so justifiable as has been im- 
agined. In fact, a desire to proselyte seems to be 
the moving cadse of tho great machinery which is in 








establishments might spend their time, and the mon- 
_ °y procured from the publick to better advantage and 
forabetter purpese. For when mankind have their 
confidence so impaired in their Creator, as to be- 
lieve it neéessary to do somethisg to procure his 
favour or save their children from his wrath, they 
might about as well erect an iron Moloch and sac- 
rifiee their offspring to appease its vengeanee ! But 
are we bound to believe that the salvation of souls 
is in reality the primary object with those who are 
most engaged in establishing these institutions ?-— 
Perhaps not. Indeed there are many reaséns for 


operation in ourconntry, and it is high time that the 
publick were apprised of the fact. 

It would not be a very difficult matter to show, 
that these Sunday Schools have a bad tendency ;— 
for whoever reflects upon the subject with candouwr, 
will be convinced that much of that sectarian prej- 
udice, and a portion of that fanaticism, which pre- 
vails in our country, is engendered ‘in those institu- 
tions. Indeed who has not known more or less evil 
to result from them ? 

But we are told that children are taught to read 





helieving that the good of souls has but little if any 


the 18xe, which in itself is aa 3 \ We admit that 
children in those schools are thught to read the 
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scriptures, and that it is agood thing for them to 
become conversant with the sacred pages of holy 
writ. Butis it not a fact, that they are not only 
taught to read the bible, but aré instructed how to 
understand it according to the views of their teach- 
ers? It cannot be denied, that every opportunity 
is improved to instil into the mind of the chitd who 
attends these schools, the peculiar dogmas of the 
sect which has the controul of the institution. Hence 
a calvinistick school is so managed as to impress the 
tender mind with the sentiments of those who are 
éppointed to give instruction; and so in relation to 
all other denominations, Teachers are carefully se- 
lected, and none are permitted to superintend a class 


but those who are faithful to teach their peculiar 


doginas. 


From the foregoing remarks it appears, that unless | 
it.be a good thing fur children to be doctrinated be- | 


of the Gospel Advocaie have been transfer 
red to him, and payment is carnestly desired 
and confidently expected. Payment must be 
made to the stibscriber or those authorised by 
him, and letters containing remittances must 
come free of posiage to receive attention.— 
Money may be forwarded through the present 
agents for the Gospel Advocate if more con- 
venient; but in ali such cases the amount 
shduld be specifiéd which is to apply on ar- 
frearages for either of the back volumes. 

It is lroped that this notice will be sufficient 
| to ensure prompt payment from all those who 
| have neglécted to forward the amount due, 
which will prevent the use of other means. 

H. A. SALISBURY. 
Buffalo, April 6, 1827. 











> ae : | 
fore they are capable of forming an opinion from | 


facts, these schools have in a general sense an evil 
tendency, and particularly a pernicious effect upon 
the rising generation. 
high time for parents to inquire into these matters, 


This being the case, it is 


and so far as their influence extends, to prevent the 
evil from spreading any farther. 

But another consideration remains to be noticed, 
which particularly concerns those who believe in 
the impartial and equal mercy of God. 
worthy of the name of believers in the salvation of 
all men, they feel a lively interest in keeping the 
minds of their children from being filled with those 
anti-christian dogmas which represent our heavenly 
Father to be an angry iind unmerciful tyrayt. How, 
then, can they consent to have their children hear 
the character of God misrepresented, and his merey 
And 
it is believed, that with one consent, our brethren 
of the abrahamick faith will set their faces against 
those sectarian institutions. 


as well as justice impeached ? They cannot. 


Universalists would 
nat consent to have their children instructed in the 
doctrines of Mahomet; and why should we be wil- 


pagan notion of a vicarious sacrifice, an angry God, 
a dreadful hell of brimstone, and an infinite devil ? 

The foregoing thnughts were suggested by read- 
mg, an article in favour of Sunday Schools, in the 
Western Recorder of March 
qualled assurance intimates, that every child shal{ 


27, which, with une- 


be brought into these schools to receive instruction 
at the hands of our spiritual guides, who think none 
others capable of taking charge of our children. We 
have neither time nor room to exhibit the sentiments 
of the writer intheir proper light this week, but 
ghall in continuing our remarks hereafter on this 
subject, notige such parts of the article as concern 
eur readers and the publick, E. 
(TO BE CONTINUED. ) 


Nortice.—The subscriber takes this me- 
thod to inform all those concerned, that the 
debts due the former publisher from those re- 
siding in this state with the exception of Chau- 


tauque County, for the 2d, 3d and 4th volumes | 


If they are 





Be parture ut, 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
LINES ONT. G. A. 
WHO DIED NOVEMBER 30rha, 1825. 
To the Rev. Mr. O s, whe officiated at his 


funeral, and in addressing the mourning friends, sug- 
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ween the deceased and heaven. 


Our lifeless friend w« 





ested a fear that a ‘‘dark curtain’’ was drawn be. 
} 


here behold, 
Hlis eyes are clos’d his clay is cold ; 
The vital spark of life has fled, 

} And he is nymber’d with the dead 
' 


His dust is laid beneath the sod: 
His soul again return’d to God; 
Tovlwellin heaven or earth or air, 
Ox find a home we know not where. 


| 
| 


_jing to have their tender minds polluted with the | 


He was the friend ofage and youth; 

| The friend of justice peace and truth; 

| And though with wéalth ho was not bles? 
A friend to all who were distress’, 
With feeling heart humane and kind; 
A sound clear head, a taste refin’d ; 
And form’d upon God’s noblest plan, 
A lib’ral minded honest man. 


If there’s a retribution day 

When e’er we quit this earthly clay: 
And if our father God above, 

Rewards the righteous with his love. 
Sure heaven's bliss, our friend-has seen é 
And no *‘ dark curtain’’ hangs between ; 
But in the mansions of the blest, 

His peaceful shade shall ever rest. 


D. K. 


The Gospet Apvocare, and Imparriat Investics 
Tor, is published by an Association of Geatlemen: 
at $1,50, in advance ; $2,00 if paid within six months; 
and $2,50, if not paid hefore the expiration of the 
year. 

L. 8S. BWHRETT & T. FISK, EDITORS: 


H. 4. SALISBURY, PRINTER. 











